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In Our Midst 
by VICKEY BROWN 
"Talk to anyone who has served in the 
Armed Forces for close to thirty years 
and you'll find they all have led exciting 
lives and seen a great deal of history." 
William A. Campbell may have been 
speaking in generalities which would 
hold true for many, but in his own, very 
modest way, he was also speaking of his 
own life. I met Professor Campbell early 
one morning in his gabled office on the 
fifth floor of the West Wing of Herrmann 
Hall. A soft-spoken man, he gently led 
this novice Interviewer through the events 
of his life using a few effective gestures, 
and patiently waiting for my longhand to 
catch up with his story. With great diplo-
macy, he detailed not only his l ife, but a 
portion of our country's history which is 
often neglected in conventional text-
books. It is most appropriate that the 
subject of In Our Midst this month, a 
month which celebrates and remembers 
the contributions, sacrifices, and events 
of Afro-American (Black) History, is a 
man who saw action in WWI as a member 
of the99th Pursuit Squadron, participated 
in the process of desegregation of the 
Armed Forces, and served his country in 
three wars. 
Born and educated at Tuskegee Insti-
tute, Alabama, William Campbell's early 
life seems to be the product of a series of 
fortunate coincidences. In the early 
1930's segregation was an established 
institution of the Deep South. For those 
so fortunate as to live near one of the few 
Negro Colleges. quality primary and 
secondary educations were possible. 
Tuskegee Institute was such a college. It 
was incorporated in 1881 as a state 
coeducational and normal (teacher's) 
college and founded by BookerT. Wash-
ington. On the campus of Tuskegee 
Institute, was a full educational program 
from kindergarten through twelfth grade 
Negro children (- partially funded by 
the government). Here Professor Camp-
bell completed his secondary schooling. 
He entered Tuskegee as an undergradu-
ate and received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1937. 
"Progress is not made out of a moralis-
tic approach, but a polit ical approach." It 
was such an approach, in the form of 
pressure from the joining of the Demo-
cratic Party and the Northern Black 
voters, that made It possible for Professor 
Campbell to earn his wings. In response 
24 
to the pressure from the voters, the 
NAACP, and major Negro newspapers 
to expand the War Department's use of 
Negro manpower, specifically to secure 
entry into aviation units, the Congress, 
in 1939, under Roosevelt, forced the reluc-
tant Air Corps to establish Negro civilian 
pilot training programs. In the fall of '39 
the Civilian Pilot Training Program 
(CPTP) established several Negro flight 
schools and permitted some blacks to 
train in integrated northern flying 
schools. 
Eight months before the United States 
entered World War II , William Campbell 
completed CPTP training. The War De-
partment sent him official receipt of his 
completed training documents but he 
"didn't count on making flight training" 
for the Air Corps. The Army Air Corps 
was reluctant to accept graduates of the 
CPTP since no provisions to create Negro 
Air Corps units had been made. With the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor in December of 
1941, both the war and the program 
expanded. Within weeks, Professor 
Campbell was notified to report to 
Tuskegee as an Air Corps Cadet in 
February 1942. 
Tuskegee Institute had been contrac-
ted to supply training facilities as an 
experimental pre-flight center for black 
cadets in 1941. The Army provided basic 
training and built the Tuskegee Air Field 
for the advanced training of the cadets. 
The full aviation program ran nine 
months. As Professor Campbell had 
completed flight training, he graduated 
in July of 1942, four months ahead of his 
inductee section. He was one of fourteen 
graduates that July. His was the fourth 
class to complete training at Tuskegee; 
prior to this, only ten cadets had gradu-
ated in the previous three classes. With 
the graduation of his class, there were 
now enough fighter pilots to form the 
first all Negro Air Corps unit; thus, the 
99th Pursuit Squadron was born. 
The newly established 99th remained 
at Tuskegee for Combat Crew training. 
The black enlisted personnel had been 
trained at a regular training center in 
Illinois as a segregated unit. They then 
joined the newly commissioned second 
lieutenants at Tuskegee Air Field. "The 
only real change was we moved from the 
barracks to the BOO." While continuing 
to train, the 99th waited for overseas 
orders. Several times advance overseas 
orders arrived only to be cancelled before 
the 99th could deploy. The Air Corps 
seemingly could find no place for the 
unit. 
The long-awaited orders finally arrived; 
on April 2, 1943, the 99th left Tuskegee 
for the Mediterranean Theater. They 
landed at Casa Blanca at Easter and 
received their planes, P40's. In June, 
they were transferred to Tunis and at-
tached to the 33rd Fighter Group as a 
fourth, but segregated, squadron. Profes-
sor Campbell admits that the members 
of the99th were treated differently. They 
used a separate air strip about ten miles 
from the rest of the group, but he 
hastened to add that the 99th had "no 
experienced combat pilots." 
On June 2, 1943, the 99th flew its first 
combat mission. In preparation for the 
invasion of the Italian peninsula, the air 
strip on the island of Pantelleria, about 
fifty miles off the northeast coast of 
Tunisia, had to be neutralized. As Camp-
bell remembers it, "it was sort of a 
lark ... pilots don't live in the war, they 
don't see it; you fly over your target, drop 
a bomb, and it makes a nice pretty flower 
burst below . .. you fly home. It was 
exciting." The 99th was caught up in the 
excitement of finally seeing action and 
having the satisfaction of the surrender 
of Pantelleria as their first success. A 
week later escorting bombers to their 
next target, Sicily, they made their f irst 
enemy contact. On July 3, the 99th 
scored its first kill and lost its first 
casualties. The excitement was still high, 
but as Professor Campbell pointed out, 
"for the first time we recognized we 
might not come home." 
As the invasion of Italy progressed, the 
99th moved from North Africa to Sicily to 
Italy. In Italy their mission 
changed from tactical support in P40's to 
high altitude escort in P51's. It was also 
in Italy that Campbell became the squad-
ron commander of the99th and remained 
so until after the war's end. 
By the summer of '44, enough blacks 
had completed pilot training to form an 
all-black fightergroup. The99th left Italy 
after VE Day and was re-established with 
the 477th Composite Group (Colored) at 
Gedman Field outside of Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. They began training for the 
Pacific Theatre. On the morning of 
August 6, 1945, as the 99th was com-
pleting a P.0.M. (Prior to Overseas 
Movement) Inspection, President Harry 
S. Truman announced the dropping of a 
single bomb over Hiroshima. One month 
later, the war was over. 
At the end of the war the Army wanted 
to disband all of the black units. Once 
again political pressure forced the hand 
of the reluctant Air Forces, and kept the 
99th from disappearing. After negotia-
tions with the local civilians, the99th was 
moved to its new home in Lockburn, 
Ohio, today the site of Rickenbacker 
A.F.8. During that time, the Army Air 
Corps became the United States Air 
Force. 
The new post was an all-black unit 
with the exception of two to three white 
post engineers. The new Post Comman-
der was Col. B. 0. Davis, son of the first 
black general officer, and himself the 
first black graduate of West Point in the 
20th century. (Col. Davis graduated under 
"silence" with the class of '36). William 
Campbell remained the C.O. of the 99th 
during the three years they remained in 
Lockburn. 
On July 26, 1948 Truman signed Execu-
tive Order 9981, ordering the desegrega-
tion of the Armed Forces and establishing 
the President's Committee on Equality 
of Treatment and Opportunity in the 
Armed Services. During the 99th's final 
year, Professor Campbell was a member 
of the board at Lockburn to execute the 
process of desegregation. The board 
interviewed and worked with personnel 
to find new units and assignment slots. 
The 99th was disbanded by early 1949. 
Campbell remained in the newly formed 
Air Force. He was sent to the University 
of Pittsburgh Graduate School, where 
he earned a Master's of Science degree 
in Industrial Engineering in 1949. After 
schooling, he reported to the Far East Air 
Force HQ, Tokyo, serving as a manage-
ment analyst. During the Korean war 
Professor Campbell was stationed in 
Okinawa as the C.O. of the 25th squadron, 
51st Fighter Group. As the Director of 
Operations for the Air Force Advisory 
Group, he served in Vietnam from 1967 
Continued on page 29 
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Continued from page 25 
to 1968. After three wars Colonel Camp-
bell retired in 1970. During his twenty-
eight years of service, William Campbell 
was awarded the Legion of Merit with 
one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters, 
the Bronze Star with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and the Air Force Commenda-
tion Ribbon. 
He smiles as he says he regrets that he 
could only convice one of his three sons 
to make the military a career. With 
obvious pride Professor Campbell points 
out that his eldest son is a lawyer for the 
U.S. Postal Service, the middle son is an 
Air Force F15 pilot stationed in Germany, 
and the youngest is the assistant Basket-
ball coach at his alma mater, Saint Mary's 
College, in northern California. 
Since his retirement, William Campbell 
has been an Associate Professor of the 
Defense Resources Management Educa-
tion Center, a tenet activity of the Naval 
Postgraduate School. Campbell will 
retire from the staff in May of this year 
and remain in the Monterey area. From 
his home in Seaside he will continue to 
enjoy his view of the bay, the mild 
climate, and watch the progress of his 
sons' careers. 0 
This issue welcomes the return of "In 
Our Midst" as a regular feature in 
CLASS MA TE after a two year lapse. The 
purpose of "In Our Midst" is to highlight 
an individual whose special background, 
history, achievements, or talents make 
him or her unique. This individual should 
be connected, in some way, with the 
Naval Postgraduate School as faculty, 
staff, student or dependent. 
This feature is dependent upon the aid 
and support that you, our readers, can 
give us. We welcome and encourage 
your suggestions of individuals who you 
believe to fit the criteria and whose 
stories would be of interest to our 
readers. Professor Campbell came to 
our attention by way of Elliott Powell, a 
student at NPS who spoke with him one 
day at the gym. It is from this kind of 
contact that many of the past subjects of 
"In Our Midst" were found. If you believe 
you know of someone whose story should 
be told, contact Vickey Brown at 107 
Mal/away Lane, or ca/1373-8743. Thank 
you. 
LEST WE FORGET 
THE CLASSMATE comes to you 
each month through the continued 
support of our advertisers. We 
can show our appreciation by 
patronizing them and mentioning 
their "ad." D 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1971 
COMPLETE DENTAL CARE 
REASONABLE PRICES 
WE HONOR DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS 
MILITARY PERSONNEL WELCOME 
• PLATES & PARTIALS 
• CROWNS & BRIDGES 
• REPAIRS & RELINES 
• FILLINGS & EXTRACTIONS 
QUALITY 
DENTURES 
• CLEANING & X-RAYS "PRICED TD FIT YOUR HEEDS" 
Registered Dental Hygienist On Staff 
REPAIRS WHILE•YOU•WAIT 
DENTAL LAB ON PREMISES 
• l'LAT£S & PARflALS R£PAIRlll 
MISSING TEETH REPLACED • 
373-0681 • . 
DR. RONALD A. SELTZER 
~ 
DDS, INC. 
"FOR DENTISTRY YOU THINK YOU CAN7 AFFORD" • 121 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD MONTEREY, CALIF. 93940 
NEAR LONGS DRUG STORE 
fl fl 
El fl 
ff:j [E 
~ ~ 
111 111 
II II 
El El 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
29 
